THE EFFECT OF USING ROLE PLAY TECHNIQUE 





      INTRODUCTION  
This chapter presents introduction dealing with; background of study, 
statement of problem, statement of the hypothesis, purpose of the study,  significance 
of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of the key terms. 
1.1  Background of Study 
Speaking is one of an important skill that should be mastered by students in 
order to communicate in English fluently and clearly. Speaking is the most difficult 
skill, it is one of the skill among  listening, reading and writing that should be 
mastered by EFL learners. In addition (Nunan, 2012): 
“Mastering the art of speaking is the single most important aspect of 
learning foreign language and success in measure terms of the ability 
to carry out a conversation in the language.”  
On the other hand, speaking is the main skill in comunication, and it is needed 
in every activity, including in teaching and learning process. (Efrizal, 2012), speaking 
is a media of communication and it makes people who come from different countries 
to be easier in making interaction and communication. Especially in Indonesia, 
English is one of foreign language which is taught from elementary school up to 
university level. In this case by learning English, the students are expected to master 
the English language. 
According to (Bailey, 2003), “speaking is the productive oral skill. It includes 
of producing systematic verbal utterances to convey meaning. Firstly, by learning 
 
 
speaking, the students able to know the way to express language communicatively. 
Secondly, the students will learn how to express utterances meaningfully. The last, it 
also leads them to make interaction in the society by using English”.  In addition, 
based on (The Role of Ministry Education and Culture 2013), curriculum aims to 
prepare the Indonesian learners have the ability to live as an individual who has 
productive, creative, innovative, affective personality and able to contribute to the 
society, nation, and state. Furthermore (Palmer, 2014): 
Speaking skill is the foundation of so much human interactions. It 
means that speaking skill is the process of sharing and building 
meaning while using verbal and non-verbal symbols, in different 
situations. 
Based on the expert above, the researcher underlines that speaking is a way to 
communicate or express the idea orally with the purpose to have  interaction among 
speakers and receivers to recognize their interactions which ideas orally to get 
information what speaker say. Besides, speaking is a bridge of communication which 
is used to make interaction in order an individual can show the feelings, tell the 
thoughts, ask questions, ask for help, argue, persuade, and give order to each other. 
So, speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that involves 
producing and receiving and processing information.  
Therefore, it is not an easy way for the teacher to deliver speaking in 
classroom. Because, most of the students are reluctant to speak up and afraid of 
making conversation also they have low motivation. It is suported of research 
conducted by (Irianti & Muja, 2017), there were some problems in speaking such as: 
 
 
most of the students are too shy and afraid to take a part in the conversation, do not 
want to talk or say anything, students keep using their own language. In other words, 
the students are having problem with their confidence. She also states that students 
are not enthusiastic to involve in the speaking learning process. In addition 
(Susilawati, 2017):  
“In an oral discussion, the potential problems that can hinder the 
students to speak are; shyness, nervousness, feeling afraid of making 
mistakes, not knowing the way how to pronounce certain words”.  
 
The students of SMAN 1 Wewewa Timur also faced the similar problems in 
speaking. Based on the preliminary research, there were some problems faced by 
students such as : many students were afraid of making mistakes, feeling shy, 
difficulty to arrange some sentences, they felt nervous to speak English, their fluency 
and their confident were also low. So, the students tend to used their first language 
instead of  try to practice their English. It was proven from middle test score, which is 
the score only 5% of the students got 80, 5% of the students got 75, 30% of  the 
students got 60 and the others 60% got 50. Considering the problem faced by the 
students, they need an attractive technique to stimulate them to speak English. The 
teacher should consider the appropriate technique of teaching speaking to create an 
interesting teaching and learning process. In this research, the role play is chosen as 
one of the technique in teaching  speaking to overcome the students’ problem. Based 
on the preliminary research the role play have not implemented yet to the students. 
So, the researcher tries to implement this technique. 
 
 
Furthermore (Ampatuan & Jose, 2016), the role-play would seem to be an 
ideal activity in which students could use their English creatively and role play give 
them an opportunity to practice and develop their communication skill. In other 
words, role play as a vehicle in which students more easy  to learn the fundamentals 
of English conversation in a specific situation, (Stocker, 2006) 
Furthermore, role play is an alternative technique that can be applied in 
teaching speaking, it gives the learners opportunity to practice communication and 
improvise a range of real life in the classroom. It was proven by (Roshanak, 2013) in 
her thesis found that the use of role play technique can improve speaking ability of 
EFL students and the students were extremely satisfied with this technique. In 
addition (Ratnasari et al., 2015) in her research found that teaching speaking using 
role play is quite success. By teaching speaking using role play students more interest 
and enjoy the learning process, it also give students an apportunities to be active in 
learning English especially speaking. (Khafidin, 2013) found in his research that role 
play technique could improve students’ participation in speaking class. He stated that 
the mean of the students’ speaking ability also increased from one cycle to the 
following cycle in his classroom action research. While (Arham et al., 2016) 
described the use of role play for developing speaking skill. The students felt active to 
speak English because they were as in real situation. The result of study showed that 
there were significance difference of students’ performance in speaking English. 
The research done by (Ratnasari et al., 2015) has a similar idea with the 
research done by  (Krebt, 2017) which is  the results of these studies confirm that role 
 
 
play technique provide a kind of interesting environment for the students to flourish 
in such environment leads to a better attention in learning and stimulate them to 
participate in role-play technique. In role-play technique, students take a new identity 
and learn to use a FL for every day interaction. Hence, these studies shows  that role-
play types were successful in assessing and encouraging students to interact and 
communicate in groups and pairs to enhance their speaking skill in the target 
language. According to the previous research done by (Krebt, 2017) “The 
Effectiveness of Role Play Techniques in Teaching Speaking for EFL College 
Students”, in his research focused on the students acting out and group working . 
Therefore, this present study is different with the previous research  in which the  
researcher will focus to improve the students vocabulary, grammar accuracy, 
pronunciations and their fluency in English.  
1.2 Statement of Problem 
Is there any positive effect of using role play technique on students 
speaking skill at tenth grade students of SMAN 1 Wewewa Timur? 
1.3 Statement of the Hypothesis 
Hypothesis is a temporary answer to the problem. This research then 
tested the hypothesis after finding the results of the tests. This is the goal to know 
the effect of using role play on the students' speaking skills. In behavioral 
research studies, the criterion or level of significance is typically set at 5% or 
0.05. So when the results calculated using SPSS 16 and if it found out that the 
 
 
significance level result less 0.05 the null hypothesis would be rejected, and if the 
results found out that the significance level biggest 0.05, the null hypothesis 
would be accepted. So the hypotheses of this research are: 
1. Ho: The students who are taught using role play technique have the same 
achievement with those who do not. 
2. Ha: The students who are taught using role play technique have better 
achievement than those who do not. 
1.4 Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this research is to know whether the use of role play 
technique in teaching  speaking skill can increase the students speaking abilities 
or not. 
1.5 Significance of the Study 
The result of this research are expected to provide useful information and 
suggestion for some divisions, they are :  
1) The  English Teacher 
This research is expected to be useful for English teachers to get an 
alternative solution in teaching speaking. Because the success in teaching does 
not depend on the lesson program, but also how the teacher presents the 
lesson with various technique. Role play technique would be very helpful to 
improve students’ speaking ability. The teacher needs to maintain using role 
play technique as an alternative technique of teaching process. 
 
 
2) The Students 
This research expected to help and give the students an opportunity to 
get active in learning process  and solve their problems to mastery the 
speaking skill.  This study can also be used to improve and develop the 
students' abilities in English speaking. Because it will give them a lot of new 
experiences in order that they will be more interested and enjoy to be a good 
English speaker.  
1.6 Scope and Limitation 
From the discussion in the background of this research, this research  
focused on the effect of using role play as a technique in teaching speaking at 
tenth grade students SMAN 1 Wewewa Timur.  
The researcher  limits the research to increase the students ability in 
speaking by using role play technique in teaching process .  
1.7 Definition of the Key Terms 
Definitions of key terms are necessary to be given in order to avoid 
misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the terms used in this research, they 
are: 
1. Speaking. 
According to (Brown, 2012) states that speaking is an interactive process 
of constructing meaning that involves producing, receiving, and processing 
speech of sounds as main instruments. In addition, (Pearsall, 2007) says that 
 
 
“Speaking is the action of expressing oneself in speech or giving speeches, used 
for or engaged in speech, able to communicate in a specified language or 
conveying meaning as though in words.”. In this research, speaking means is a 
process of building and sharing idea through the use of language orally. 
2. Role play. 
Role play is a technique of acting out particular ways of interacting with 
others in imaginary situations. In addition, (Budden, 2004) states that role-play is 
an activity when you either put yourself into somebody else's or put yourself into 
an imaginary situation. Based on the explanations above, role play is not only 
used to interactive teaching in the classroom but also to stimulate the students in  
real life situation 
 
